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AGRICULTURAL REPORT. 

Fi-OHi 20«A Notem6er, (0 20(4 Z)ewnAer, 180?). 
There isf;enerally so little business to be done in the fanmiig line daring the vviii- 
tei- niMntlis, that they afforil scarcely any thing for an agricsiltiiral repovt. The princi- 
pal business in which the farmer can employ his servants and horses, is ploughing the 
lea grounds intended for spring crops. 

The lonsf continuance of dry weather has been extremely favourable for that purpose, 
and it is to be presumed the farmers have generally availed themseUes of it, to lessen 
the quantity of spring laOiur, and to turn up the land designed for potatoes, flax and 
turnips before the fnosts set in. 

The wheat crops geperally look well for the season, and it is supposed a larger quan- 
tity has been sown than usual. 

The prices of that grain have n«t flnctuated. much, and the complaints of its quality, 
and the floor produced fiom it, do not seem to abate. 

Barley has advanced in price considerably, but oats and oat-meal have experienced 
little alteration. 

Turnips in some places are a good crop, in others, they have failed much ; and the 
writer of this report apprehends there is not the usual number of cattle feeding this 
season. 

fly an account from Carlovr, it appears that wheat and barley have advanced a lit- 
tXe i oats and potatuAS were declining in price, and butter in little or no demand. 



COMMERCIAL REPORT. 

Much as ill was to be feared from the blunders of Admiiiistratinn in their negocia- 
tions with the United States of North America, few were prepared to antici]iate so 
complete a rupture, and the rumoured return of the British neisociator, Bui such is' 
the progress from bad to whrse, and such are the steps by which a irreat empire is rt - 
duced, wlien the management of theii affairs falls into incapahle hands. Added to 
our military miscarriages, our tommerce is now likely to suffer again, from the effect* 
of an ill-judged rupture iviih America. Direct war, or, more probably, a stricter en- 
forcemept of the non-inteicourse, or, pet haps, also of the embargo systfin, will dis- 
turb the operations of trade, and open afresh the uncertain coiitin.reiiciv;s of specula- 
tion. Trade suffers most essentially by these fliictuations, and after a stoppage of 
this kind di>es not ragiiin its former peaceable hanks ftlr a considerable length of tinKr, 
Atneiican produce of all kinds has considerably advanced, and may be expected to 
advance still higher, although probably it may not reach the speculation-prices of 
last year. The losses then sustained may perhaps teach caption, and vessels occa- 
sionally violating the restrictions in America may affcird a ci^ual supply, tboogh on 
terms enhanced by additional freight, insurance, agency, Sec. 

Most of the linens bought last year on speculation, still remsiin in the waichnnse* 
in London, unsold. The linen trade was materially deranged by this sptculatioii. 
The prices of brown linens advanced so rapidly that the purchasers of white goocU 
derlined to buy on the high terms, and a very considerable portion of the present 
year's stock, especially of the finer kinds remains unsold. An untxiunpled stagnation 
in the linen trade has been the consequence, to the great injury of the country. If it 
atford any consolation, the speculators suffer with others, and there is iittle prospect 
of their golden dreams being realized. Coarse linens being the object of immediate 
demand, sell well. 

Hopes are entertained that we may have a more adeqn.Tte supply of flaxseed for 
next season, from the large iinantities of Riga seed lately imported into London, anil 
from some which may be likely to come from America throngh neutral ports, and 
also from the supply of seed saved in this country, of which, the quantity, especially 
in the hands of the small farmers, is stated to be pretty considciable. boi.bts, how- 
ever, are entertained, whether much advantage has arisen, on a fair average from ffe 
attempts to save seed, owing to the unfivonrableness of last .season, or even whether in 
common years, at the usual price <>( seed, the scheim- of savins seed will he of na- 
tional anvantagp. Some calculate that the amount of flax injured by the attempla 
to save the seed, was equal to the value of the seed saved. 

A second seianire of 10,000 guineas which were exporting to the continent of Eu- 
rope, for commercial purposes, is stated tcr have lately been tnade in the river Thauies. 
The unfavourable rare of exchange with the Continent, of which one cause is the depre- 
ciation of our paper Currency occasions these attempts. Guineas have generally dis- 
appeared and the few lu circulation are at a premium, while the silver coinage i< 114 
a miserable state. In tie year 1798, oa an examiualiua made at the tmver iu igu- 
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don, the depreciation on the sereral kinds of silver coin in circulation was ihta found 
to be £. t. d. 

Crowns were less in intrinsic than nominal value. , ii 8 6 j per cent. 

Half-crowns 10 19 9 

Shiilings. 32 12 6 

Sixpences 62 M 8^ 

Since that period, tile silver coinage is oinch wor!!e. In lrelai;<(wf.ran the same 
eourse, till frum the wearing ot llie silver, and hy tire aiti(iie^of.«oineis, who foundit 
so proStaUle and easy to imitate a debased cuiiia$;e, a uiiser^tie sabstitute was jt<ven 
in the b-id silver issued by the bank of Ireland, in tenpennies, fivepenriies, &c. These 
were also easily imitated, and when the' period of their depression comes in its turn, 
the public will probably suffer as much as tiiev did in 1306, by the bad sbillinjjs. Su<(i 
ere the injuries sustained by having a depreciated circulating medium ; the people 
in the end become heavy sufferers. 

Kxchaiise during this month has been pretty nearly at the same rates as last month, 
or iibout ^ per cciii Jiiwer, and discmiiit on bank notes also frum i to ^ lower. 

In the mmMerciai liepoil forlast ihonlh, at pageiOi, \Otk linejnm iheboltom,jor "readi/,"- 
r&uU t Ltdy, 



NATURALISTS REPORT. 

From So-jemhtT'iO, till December '20. 
I would not enter on my list of friends, 
(Though grac'd with polished manners aud fine sense. 
Yet wanting sensibility) the man 
"Who needlessly sets foot upon a worm. 

The sum is this. If man's convenience, health. 
Or safety interfere, his rights and claims 
Are parumoQut, and must extinguish tlieirs. 
Else they are all — the meanest things that are, 
As free to live, and u> eiij'iy that life, 
.As God w:is free to form them at the first. 
Who in hissov'reigu wisdom made them all. 

CoWPEB. 

JJtc man only make use of his powers of destrnction in self-defence, and take the 
roost speedy ami efficacious means to tenniiiata the tortures of the animals on which 
he inflicted death, tlie most rigid moralist might justify the act. 

The tirst and most important object in the study of the natural history of animals 
is, afttr having distinguished and tharacierized the species so as to convey our know. 
ledge to others, to iittend to their manners and instincts, in order that we may turn 
thtTr valuable (|u;jlilicaiioiis to ou» advantage, and be able to defend ourselves^ against 
tlie had priipensities of others, and as it requires little observation to perceive that 
iKseots strolls; from their mimbers, and among the most powertul eiitmies to man, and 
thut uotwitliitandins the must vegulai atteii'ion on his part, and constant predatory 
uarfare carried on by his nsetui allies the birds, many species multiply so rapidly as 
to bid d<fiaiice to his utmost art, should he neglect for a very short time to exert his 

tkill to destroy. ,,„,., t , ,,. 

In the year 1788, at Kenntngloii, in England, a fine white down was observed adhe- 
ring to the branches of apple-tieos, which was soim found to be followed by a remark* 
able excrescence, and On examination by some Naturalist';, the cotton-like subitance 
proved to be the covering of a small inject of tlie Linnaean genus, Coccus or Cochineal, 
and the excrescence to be caused by their perforation of the bark, various means were 
tried for destroying them by washes and fumigation, but without success, and they have 
continued to iuci ease, so as now to threaten destruction to all the apple trees in the 
kingdom. .\s that insect has made its appearance on some apple trees in the neigh- 
bourhi>odof Jielfast, supposed bv the importation of a single one from London, it is 
v.ortii mating the attempt to stop its progress. The most effectual method of destruction 
istubbin? the part affrcted with a stiff brush. The insect uo being bruised gives out 
a purplish li.piid which stains ihe finger, they are protected by their downy covering 
fom being injured by either cold, or moisture, and seem by its means to elude also the 
piviug eres of birds. „ • •.. v , 

Kroin the non-appearance of those birds of passage, which usually visit us before se- 
vere Winters, and the milduess of the weather for some time past, it is higbly jitoba- 



